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"Brownfields are real properties for which 
the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse may 
be complicated by the presence, or potential 
presence, of hazardous substances, 
pollutants, or contaminants.”

Common SC Brownfield Sites:
• Former Textile Mills
• Former Service Stations
• Former Landfills 

What is a Brownfield?



Why take on a Brownfield Project?

To encourage reuse or redevelopment of these 
sites in lieu of using a “green” site, and to:
•Put abandoned properties back on tax rolls
•Add park and recreational resources
•Create jobs
•Improve communities 
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What is CERCLA?

• Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980

• CERCLA is often referred to as the Superfund Law

Am I Liable for Contamination under CERCLA?

•Owner and operator

• Person who owned or operated at the time of release

• Person who arranged for disposal, treatment, transport

• Person who accepted for disposal, treatment, transport



Where do I start?
SC’s Voluntary Cleanup Program (Pre-Purchase)
•Allows SCDES involvement and reimbursement of 
SCDES oversight costs
•Creates incentives to conduct environmental 
actions at a site
•Liability protection is granted to a Non-
Responsible Party if requirements are met
•Application requires a Phase I ESA



What’s Next?
• Assessment (Figuring out what’s there…)

• Phase II Environmental Site Assessment
• Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Survey
• Wetland Survey
• Other reports as required

• Cleanup (Dealing with what’s there…)
• Remediation of environmental contaminants with South Carolina 

Department of Environmental Services oversite through the 
Voluntary Cleanup Contract Program



SC Brownfields Environmental Site Testing 
Program (SC BEST)

• $1 million available for environmental assessments across the state

• Funding allocations based on number of counties and population per 
region, along with poverty levels

• SC BEST funds are available for the benefit of non-profit, governmental, 
and private for-profit entities and approved based on the following:
• Potential economic redevelopment opportunities   

• Potential to identify and eliminate environmental hazards  

• Potential to redevelop a property for public benefit/use 

• Potential to eliminate slum and blight in a community

• Potential benefit to low-moderate income and/or rural communities



• 48 Sites
• 26 SC Counties
• 1,000+ Acres
• 60+ Environmental 

Reports issued or 
underway

SC BEST Projects



SC Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund
• Funds available to finance 

environmental cleanup and 
removal activities at brownfields 
sites across the state. 

• Loan funds are available to non-
profit, governmental, and private 
for-profit borrowers at a below 
market interest rate. 

• Non-profit and governmental 
borrowers are eligible to receive 
loan forgiveness of up to *50% of 
the loan, to a maximum of 
$500,000.* 

To Date, 29 BCRLF Loans and Subgrants have 
been Closed for $15.1 Million in Funding. Of 
that, $2.1 Million has been forgiven for 
Government/Non-Profit Borrowers.



Helpful Links & Resources

• EPA Brownfields Website – www.epa.gov/brownfields
• EPA Assessment Grants

• EPA Cleanup Grants

• New Jersey Institute of Technology – www.njit.edu/tab/
• Assistance with public meetings

• Assistance with grant application reviews

• Assistance with procurement process related                                                               
to brownfield grants

• SC DES VCC Program – www.des.sc.gov 

http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
http://www.njit.edu/tab/
http://www.des.sc.gov/


Lake City Park
Former Public Works Facility
Lake City, SC

Funding Sources: BCRLF loan to Florence County;  Drs. 
Bruce & Lee Foundation   

Redeveloped as a community park for the citizens of 
Lake City. Other local community organizations, such as 
the Darla Moore Foundation, also contributed to 
repurposing the site.



Gordon Street Mill
Greenville, SC

Developer: M Peters Group, Greenville, SC

Cleanup through BCRLF Loan

Redevelopment through the utilization of Historic, 
Textile, and Housing Tax Credits



Planning Context

Town of Clover: 2024-2034 Comprehensive Plan



Planning Context

Town of Jonesville: Main Street Streetscape CDBG Market Analysis



Wellington Leisure Mill
Jonesville, SC

EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant

Cleanup & Debris Removal Funding
• Community Development Block Grant
• Town of Jonesville
• Union County



Textile Communities Revitalization Act

• SC Code of Laws Title 12 Chapter 65

• Incentivizes rehabilitation, renovation, and redevelopment of 

abandoned textile mill sites

• Offers income or property tax credits to developers

“…a site which, on the date the notice of intent to rehabilitate is filed, is located in a distressed area of a 
county in this State, as designated by the applicable council of government…” – Section 12-65-20(4)(b)



Textile Communities Revitalization Act

• CRCOG established criteria:
• Census tract designated as an Opportunity Zone by the Governor
• Census tract eligible for New Markets Tax Credits
• Census tracts designated by EDA as distressed due to income
• Census tracts designated by EDA as distressed due to unemployment

• CRCOG provides a letter (and map) stating that a site is in a distressed 
area

• CRCOG does not determine the eligibility of a site to receive tax 
credits



Textile Communities Revitalization Act



Tracking Brownfield Activity



Tracking Brownfield Activity



Tracking Brownfield Activity



Tracking Brownfield Activity



Tracking Brownfield Activity with GIS

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/6421d62c98cf4b7ba799f7fc
2c0c884c

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/6421d62c98cf4b7ba799f7fc2c0c884c
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/6421d62c98cf4b7ba799f7fc2c0c884c


Brownfields Revitalization
For more information:

Tyler Lewis: TLewis@catawbacog.org

or

Marty Little, AICP: MLittle@catawbacog.org

at

803-327-9041
        

mailto:TLewis@catawbacog.org
mailto:MLittle@catawbacog.org
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